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Classical Conditioning

1. What is classical conditioning?

2. What famous scientist first studied classical conditioning? __________________

3. Define the following:

a. Acquisition - ____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

b. Extinction - ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

c. Spontaneous recovery - ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

d. discrimination - __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

e. generalization - __________________________________________________________​

________________________________________________________________________

4. A friend has learned to associate the sound of a dentist’s drill to a fearful reaction because of a painful experience she had getting a root canal.  In this example, what is the:

a. UCS? _____________________________________________-

b. UCR? _____________________________________________

c. CS? _______________________________________________

d. CR? ______________________________________________

(Hint: replace the word “conditioned” with “learned” and it will be easier.)

5. Using the example in question 4, give an example of how each of the following may occur:

a. extinction - ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

b. spontaneous recovery - __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

c. generalization - ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

d. discrimination - __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

For each of the following, identify the UCS, UCR, CS, and CR:

6. A BMW commercial has lots of pretty people in it.  People who watch the commercial find the people pleasing to look at.  With repeated viewing, they begin to associate the car with the pleasant feeling.

a. UCS? _____________________________________________-

b. UCR? _____________________________________________

c. CS? _______________________________________________

d. CR? ______________________________________________

7. You get in a car accident and find you are afraid to get in a car.

a. UCS? _____________________________________________-

b. UCR? _____________________________________________

c. CS? _______________________________________________

d. CR? ______________________________________________

8. You go to a fancy restaurant and decide to try an appetizer you’ve never tried before – escargot.  After dinner, you go to a concert and get violently ill.  From then on, you can’t even look at snails without feeling sick.

a. UCS? _____________________________________________-

b. UCR? _____________________________________________

c. CS? _______________________________________________

d. CR? ______________________________________________

9. You are cruising on 440 at 75 mph when you see flashing police lights behind you. You pull over and the policeman gives you a ticket.  You get in insane amounts of trouble from your parents.  The next time you see flashing police lights, your heart rate speeds up.

a. UCS? _____________________________________________-

b. UCR? _____________________________________________

c. CS? _______________________________________________

d. CR? ______________________________________________

10. Name one practical application of classical conditioning.

